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those who advocate non-violence must live a life of non-
violence, not resisting evil with evil but sterilizing it with
non-co-operation. The non-co-operation has to be above
reproach.

I am by no means pessimistic of success, if only those
of us who profess faith in non-violence are true to our
creed. All philosophy seems to inculcate non-violence and
chastity in thought and conduct and love of truth. The
masses will follow, if properly educated in the doctrine.
The doctrine of Ahimsa has ever been there, and people
have, all through the history of the race, regulated their
private life by it. It is Gandhiji's contribution to world
welfare that he has taught us to apply non-violence and
non-co-operation in the field of politics and pijblic affairs
also. This is a signal experiment and should succeed parti-
cularly in India if we proceed on right lines.

It is from this point of view that I suggest that, while
we  must  endeavour  by   all   truthful    and   non-violent
methods to persuade our countrymen to cling to the path
of non-violence to aim at conducting the government of
the country by non-violent methods and to win our in-
dependence and retain and protect it by non-violence and
non-co-operation,  there should be no such thing as  an
effort to capture power in the vulgar sense of the word.
The idea of 'capture3 more often than not connotes use of
Tammany Hall methods, political jugglery and cunning,
and improper and corrupt practices. There is no place for
these in our schemes of things. We can only succeed, if we
have the people genuinely behind us. Political power, not
resting on the willing and genuine consent of a vast majo-
rity of the people, can only function, in the last resort, by
the use of force and violence; and that use we forbid to our-
selves. So our whole programme of action must be directed
to persuade the people to our ways of thinking by methods
of public education, study circles, public meetings, private
discussions and the Press, and above all by our exemplary
lives.

Insistence  on   mere  non-violence  without   concrete
action is apt to be misleading. You   have   all   sorts   of
 put before you to show that non-violence is